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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/14/03 was filed 
before the first office action on the merits. The submission is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

Claiml is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 1 of claim 1, " 
"said needle" should be replaced with "said needle apparatus" to provide for proper 
antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zohmann (USPN 6,558,353) in view of Eldor (USPN 5,848,996). 

Zohmann discloses the invention as substantially claimed. Zohmann discloses a 
needle apparatus for administering a peripheral nerve block comprising a hollow needle 
50 having a fenestration/side port 54, a needle hub 40 and a stylet cap 20 coupled to a 
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stylet 30 and slidable within the needle 50 and needle hub 40. Zohmann also discloses 
at least one fenestration indicator 48,48 for visual and tactual verification of the 
orientation of the fenestration. See figures 1-8, columns 5-8. However, Zohmann does 
not disclose a plurality of fenestrations. Eldor discloses a double -hole pencil point 
spinal needle having a closed blunt end/tip and a plurality of /two circular coaxial holes 
which are longitudinally spaced on alternate sides of the wall along the length of the 
needle with an obturator to block passage of fluid while the needle is being inserted into 
the patient. The two holes/fenestration is provided such that is one of the holes is 
blocked, anesthesia solution may still be infused via the second/other hole. Further, 
Eldor also discloses that if the fenestration is unblocked then injection of the anesthesia 
provides enhanced diffuse distribution while reducing the dosage requirement. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the medical injection art to modify the 
single fenestration of Zohmann with a plurality of fenestration as taught by Eldor in 
order to provide for infusion of anesthesia even when one fenestration is blocked or for 
enhanced distribution of the anesthesia when neither fenestration is blocked. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zohmann ( USPN 6,558,353) in view of Sorenson et al. (USPAP 2002/0123723). 

Zohmann discloses the invention as substantially claimed. Zohmann discloses a 
needle apparatus for administering a peripheral nerve block comprising a hollow needle 
50 having a fenestration/side port 54, a needle hub 40 and a stylet cap 20 coupled to a 
stylet 30 and slidable within the needle 50 and needle hub 40. Zohmann also discloses 
at least one fenestration indicator 48,48 for visual and tactual verification of the 
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orientation of the fenestration. See figures 1-8, columns 5-8. However, Zohmann does 
not disclose a plurality of fenestrations. Sorenson et al. discloses a plurality of holes 
alternating along the length of the needle and longitudinally spaced on alternate sides of 
the wall with an obturator/stylet 55 to block passage of fluid while the needle is being 
inserted into the patient. The holes/fenestrations are provided for uniform and optimal 
dispersion of medication across a range of proximal absorption fields. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the medical injection art to modify the single 
fenestration of Zohmann with a plurality of fenestrations as taught by Sorenson et al. to 
provide a uniform volume and rate of dispersion of therapeutic fluids from the fluid flow 
path to the target area. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LoAn H. Thanh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4966. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (First Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Lucchesi can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ~ A 
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